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‘Our Land Our Future’ is a series of storybooks about land issues and indigenous peoples in Cambodia.
The books are produced as both a literacy and awareness raising tool.

The Story in English - not a direct translation: The Sao Family

Page 1: The Sao family lived as part of one of the many indigenous communities in Ratanakiri. They were farmers. They also gathered food
and building materials from the forest.

Page 3: The Sao family saw other people buying motorbikes and cassette players and thought this would be a good thing for them. They
thought it would mean they were not poor and that they had become part of the modern times.

Page 5: The Sao family sold their land to an outsider who had money and said that selling land was the best thing an indigenous family could
do. At first the Sao family was very happy. They had a motorbike and a cassette player.

Page 7: But then...the Sao family’s motorbike and cassette player broke and the Sao family had no money to fix them. They had no land
either. The new landowner had been making money from the land.

Page 9: The Sao family then decided to work as laborers on the new landowner’s land. They cut the grass and looked after the cash crops.
The new owner had lots of people he could employ. The amount of money the Sao family got for working was very small.

Page 11: Many times it was not enough for the whole family. They did not have good food and they started to get sick. When the Sao family
got sick they had no money for medical care. They also did not have money for their children’s education. The new landowners thought it
would be better to use machines for their farm work.

Page 13: The Sao family decided to move to the town to try to find work there. Because they had no money they had nowhere to stay. They
had to sleep on the streets. The people in the town did not like this. The police told the Sao family to go away. But the Sao family did not have
anywhere to go. The Sao family became very poor. They had no land. They had no income. They had no energy. They had no future.

Page 15: The Sao family dreamt of their land, their culture and their community. They missed the community life. It was the life broken by
selling land. They wished they had not sold their land. They wished they had not sold their future.

“This book are produced
with financial support from the
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs”
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This booklet project has been generously funded by the United
States Agency for International Development, the John D. &
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, and the International
Work Group for Indigenous Affairs. The observations opinions
expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not

necessarily reflect any opinion whatever of these donors.
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For further information about CFI, please contact:

Community Forestry International

# 81b, Street 57, (Corner of St. 398), Sangkat Boeung Keng
Kong 1, Khan Charmkar Morn, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: (855 23) 220 714

Fax: (855 23)221 634

Email: cfioffice@cfi -cambodia.org.kh

IWGIA  psernational Work Group for Indigenous Affairs
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